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“If no one remembers a misdeed or names it 
publicly, it remains invisible. To the observer, the 
victim is not a victim and the perpetrator is not a 
perpetrator. Both are misperceived because the 

suffering of the one and the 
violence of the other goes unseen. A double 

injustice occurs. The first when the original deed is 
done and the second when it disappears.”

Miroslav Volf



“For everyone who does wicked things hates the light
and does not come to the light, lest his works should be 

exposed.”  
John 3:20



Churches are____________

• Welcoming
• Accepting
• Open
• Forgiving 
• In need of 

volunteers
• Naïve 
• Unaware

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.
Therefore be as shrewd as snakes 

and as innocent as doves.” Matthew 10:16



Who Are the Vulnerable 
in Ministry?



“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the 

Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 

affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the 

world.”

James 1:27



“Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; 

maintain the right of the afflicted and the 

destitute. Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver 

them from the hand of the wicked.”

Psalm 82:3-4

Who are the vulnerable we must protect? 

The weak, fatherless, afflicted, destitute, needy



• Children: Weak, Fatherless

• Marginalized: Weak, Afflicted

• Disabled: Weak, Afflicted, Needy

• Refugee: Afflicted, Destitute

• Widowed: Needy, Afflicted

• Elderly: Needy, Weak

• Disadvantaged: Needy, Destitute

Vulnerable Populations



“But whoever causes one of these little ones who 

believe in me to sin, 

it would be better for him to have a great millstone 

fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the 

depths of the sea.”

Matthew 18:6 



• 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 4 boys are sexually abused before 

age 18.

• 1 in 5 children are solicited sexually on the internet.

• Nearly 70% of reported abuse occurs to children ages 17 

and under.

• The median age for reported sexual abuse is 9 years old.

Vulnerable Populations





“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the 

Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, 

and to keep oneself unstained from the world.”

James 1:27 

“Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring 

justice to the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause.” 

Isaiah 1:17

Orphans and Widows



• 79% experience psychological abuse

• 51% experience financial abuse

• 22% experience physical abuse

• 21% experience neglect

• 0.8% experience sexual abuse

Source: Age Concern Elder Abuse and Neglect Prevention Services Report 
for 1 July 2005 - 20 June 2006 (unpublished)

Elder Abuse



Orphans
Foster Care

Women

The Homeless
Refugees

The Handicapped



The Department of Health defines a vulnerable adult as

“a person aged 18 years or over who is or may be in 

need of community care services by reason of mental or 

other disability, age or illness, and who is or may be 

unable to take care of him or herself, or unable to protect 

him or herself against significant harm or exploitation.”

What Makes a Vulnerable Adult?



Vulnerability Factors

• Lack of mental capacity

• Increasing age

• Being physically dependent on others

• Low self-image

• Previous history of abuse

• Negative experiences of disclosing abuse

• Social isolation

• Lack of access to health services or quality information



“I know that the Lord will maintain the cause of 

the afflicted, and will execute justice for the 

needy.” 

Psalm 140:12 

“Give justice to the weak and fatherless; maintain 

the right of the afflicted and the destitute.”

Psalm 82:3



“Christianity stands or falls with its revolutionary protests 
against violence, arbitrariness and pride of power and 

with its plea for the weak.

Christians are doing too little to make these points clear 
rather than too much. Christendom adjusts itself far too 

easily to the worship of power. Christians should give more 
offense, shock the world far more, than they are doing 

now. Christians should take a stronger stand in favor of the 
weak rather than considering first the possible right of the 

strong.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer  



Understanding Abuse 



Understanding Abuse

• 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 4 boys are sexually abused 
before age 18

• 1 in 5 children are solicited sexually on the internet

• Nearly 70% of reported abuse occurs to children 
ages 17 and under

• The median age for reported sexual abuse is 9 years 
old (Many argue it is much lower and the statistics higher)



75% of children are willing to share personal 

information online about themselves and their 

family in exchange for goods and services. Only 

approximately 25% of children who encountered 

a sexual approach or solicitation told a parent or 

adult. One in 33 youth received an aggressive 

sexual solicitation in the past year.

Online Child Predator Statistics | SentryPC



What the Statistics Say

• One in five U.S. teenagers who regularly log on to the Internet say 
they have received an unwanted sexual solicitation via the Web.  
Solicitations were defined as requests to engage in sexual 
activities or sexual talk, or to give personal sexual information. 
25% of children have been exposed to unwanted pornographic 
material online. (Crimes Against Children Research Center)

• Only 33% of households with Internet access are actively 
protecting their children with filtering or blocking software.(Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children)

• 75% of children are willing to share personal information online 
about themselves and their family in exchange for goods and 
services. (eMarketer)



Continued…
• Only approximately 25% of children who 

encountered a sexual approach or solicitation told 
a parent or adult. (Crimes Against Children 
Research Center)

• One in 33 youth received an aggressive sexual 
solicitation in the past year.  This means a predator 
asked a young person to meet somewhere, called 
a young person on the phone, and/or sent the 
young person correspondence, money, or gifts 
through the U.S. Postal Service. (Your Internet 
Safety Survey)

• 77% of the targets for online predators were age 
14 or older.  Another 22% were users ages 10 to 
13. (Crimes Against Children Research Center)

Online Child Predator Statistics | SentryPC



Impact of Abuse

Abuse

Factors of Abuse

• Degree of force, power, aggression 
• Level of deviancy 
• Length of time and consistency 
• Use of manipulation & coercion 
• Use of fear & threats
• Length of time & opportunities
• Level of fear, shame, blame
• Degree of grooming
• Level of confusion
• Level of isolation & silencing 
• Weakness or vulnerability
• Type of relationship
• Quality of family relationships 
• Lack of supports
• Not believed 
• Past abuse

Impact on 
Individual



Many Never Report: Why?

“For reasons we do not understand, children freeze when 

confronted with something they cannot make sense of. A child in 

the back seat with an adult’s hand on his penis is not going to 

know how to understand or explain that. He thinks that an adult 

whom he loves and respects can’t be doing anything wrong. 

Besides, this is an adult his parents respect. He will likely wonder 

if his parents even know and approve. After all, they’re in the 

front seat…”

Predators by Anna Salter 



Why Would One Not Report?

• Fear of not being believed

• Fear of further harm

• Desire to protect a family member

• Desire to keep the peace/ avoid conflict 

• Guilt or self-blame 



The Use of Shame & Guilt

• There is often an inherent sense of shame and/or guilt in 

sexual abuse

• Offenders use shame and blame to silence a child. “Your 

parents will be angry with you. You will get in trouble. What 

will they think? This is your fault.”

• Guilt is used: “You liked it. You wanted it. You asked for it.” 

• Children resist telling for fear of getting themselves in 

trouble, the offender, or the offender threatens to hurt 

someone or something they love.



“When the sexual offense occurs between adults, 
however, we assume that if there is no physical coercion, 

the relationship is consensual. In fact, however, when 
persons in positions of power — counselors, pastors, 

physicians — attempt to engage in sexual relationships 
with those over whom they have authority, the 

relationship is not consensual. The feelings or willingness 
of the victim are irrelevant; the act is legally defined as 
abuse because of the authority the professional holds.”

Diana Garland guest column: Don't call it an affair. Call it an abuse of 
power, Waco Tribune-Herald

January 24, 2010

When It Happens to Adults 



Secondary Offenses Occur When

• Parents, families, communities & institutions refuse to believe 
the abuse occurred

• The child/individual is blamed or held responsible 

• The individual is forced to reconcile or forced to face the 
abuser 

• We give more support/resources to the offender

• We believe we shouldn’t get involved and only allow the legal 
system to deal with it

• We remain silent or uninvolved 

• We think we can handle it on our own and fear outside help

• When we care more about protecting an institution than 
caring for an individual



Secondary Offenses Occur When

• If victims do come forward to report a religious leader’s 
misconduct, they often are ostracized by the church and 
blamed for causing a good leader to fall. 

• The stories are difficult to hear.

• Members of the congregation do not want to believe their  
leader could do such a thing. 

• When a leader abuses a position, it damages the whole 
community. 

• A Congregation who trusted a leader will struggle to trust 
another leader moving forward. 



“For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ 

but of their own appetites; and by their smooth 

and flattering speech - they deceive the hearts of 

the unsuspecting.”

Romans 16:18

Deception: Those Who Pursue the 
Vulnerable



“A troublemaker and a 
villain, who goes about 
with a corrupt mouth, 
who winks maliciously 

with his eye, signals with 
his feet and motions with 
his fingers, who plots evil 

with deceit in his 
heart…”

Proverbs 6:12-14

“If I see someone who I 
feel is vulnerable, I’m 

going to throw something 
out there. If I can catch 

them, I’m going to run with 
it. If she’s lonely or 

whatever, I’m going to try 
to capitalize on that. I’m 

going to use it to my 
advantage.” 

(Words of an offender, 
Predators by Anna Salter)



“But each person is tempted when he is 
lured and enticed by his own desire. Then 
desire when it has conceived gives birth to 

sin, and sin when it is full grown brings forth 
death.”

James 1:14-15

Self-Deception: Corrupted Desire



Self-deception:
Corrupted Desires 
(Sin)

How 
Abuse 
Occurs

Pursuing & Grooming 
Behaviors  

(Deception)

Mistreatment & Abuse 
(Wickedness)



Deceptive People:

They work hard to present one life, while fostering another 
unknown to those around them.

“’Character’ is the term we apply to the continuity we all want to 
see between public and private behavior. People act in 

accordance with their characters – or so we think. ‘He would 
never do such a thing,’ we say, shaking our heads. But 

‘character’ ignores the real issue of deception. Even violent 
predators know enough to keep their behavior in check publicly 

– most of them anyway.”  Anna Salter, Predators

“...who speak peace with their neighbors while evil is in their 
hearts.” Psalm 28:3 



“Woe to those who plan iniquity, to those who plot evil 
on their beds! At morning’s light they carry it out 

because it is in their power to do it. They covet fields 
and seize them, and houses, and take them. They 

defraud a man of his home, a fellowman of his 
inheritance.” 
Micah 2:1-2 



• Crossing physical boundaries 

• Treating like a peer 

• Grooming of the family

• Bribes

• Gifts

• Manipulation

• Creating an image of oneself 

to others 

• Gradual use of affection

• Flattery

• Special Attention

• Isolation

• Filling roles in a child’s or 

adult’s life

• Creating reasons to spend 

more time with a child

Grooming Behaviors



• Intentional &  well-thought-
out 

• A perversion of what is 
good 

• Manipulative & cunning 
• Preying, grooming & luring 
• Taking advantage of 

another 
• A deviancy and corruption  

Abuse Is:

• A lapse of judgment 

• A moment of weakness

• A sudden, impulsive act

• A one-time occurrence 

• An innocent flirting

• A luring of a temptress 

child 

Abuse Is Not:



Sexual Sin as Wickedness

Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against 
the Lord.

Genesis 13:13

Do not have sexual relations with both a woman and her daughter. Do 
not have sexual relations with either her son’s daughter or her 

daughter’s daughter; they are her close relatives. That is wickedness.
Leviticus 18:17

Do not degrade your daughter by making her a prostitute, or the land 
will turn to prostitution and be filled with wickedness.

Leviticus 19:29

If a man marries both a woman and her mother, it is wicked. Both he 
and they must be burned in the fire, so that no wickedness will be 

among you.
Leviticus 20:14



Scripture is Not Silent on Sexual Violation

• Dinah was raped, and Jacob did nothing (Genesis 34)

• Tamar was raped by a half brother and justice was not 

served (2 Samuel 13) 

• The story of Sodom (Genesis 19)

• The sexual violation and abuse of a concubine (Judges 19)

There are many types of wicked acts



• Pornography

• Adultery

• Lustful thoughts

• Fetishes

• Lust

• Moral Failure 

• Abuse/Violence 
against children

• Assault
• Dehumanizing
• Power & Control
• Defenseless victim
• Innocence violated 

Child 
MolestationSexual Sin

Just Another Form of Sexual Sin?

Too often we minimize the evil impact of molestation by lumping it all 
together and calling it "sexual sin."



Why Is This Important?

• Too often we want to explain away an act of abuse. (It was “only” 

a one time event, a temporary lapse in judgment, or an impulsive 

moment.) We see in these passages, that it is just not how it 

works. It is often a growing corrupted desire that has gone 

unchecked, un-confessed, unexposed and left undealt with.

• When this occurs, it grows and breeds until one is willing to act 

upon it. Harm is done, and repeatedly done producing a rippling 

effect of damage to individuals, families, communities and 

institutions.



Understanding Offenders & 
Deception 



Who is a Sexual Predator?



• They work hard to present themselves as kind, personable, and 

charming.

• They are involved in their local community. 

• They seek positions or opportunities to gain access to children or the 
vulnerable.

• They build trust, make themselves needed, and win over families. 

• They are often educated, skilled, employed and have families of their 

own.

• They hold all kinds of job and positions of influence.

“For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come 

to the light, lest his works should be exposed.” John 3:20

Offenders: How They Present Themselves 



All stages of life, all positions 
& careers:

● Police officer
● Rabbi
● Grandfather
● Youth minister 
● Musicians 
● School teachers
● Trade schools 
● Father of 3 
● Military 
● Math tutor 
● Assistant District Attorney 

● Chris Hansen, Dateline NBC

● Began in 2004 with 12 Sting 

operation 

● Stinghouses all over the U.S. 

with police and a watchdog 

group (adults who pose as 

children) and catch men who 

are sexual predators looking to 

molest children & teens.

Dateline: “To Catch a Predator”



Words of a Sexual Predator

“I would do kind and generous 
deeds for others… go to 

nursing homes, do community 
service projects… mow lawns 
for elderly and handicapped 
people, go grocery shopping 

for people….it was definitely to 
cover up what I was doing. The 

more I would get into my 
deviancy, the more I would try 

to do good in the eyes of 
everyone else.” 

(Patrick, Predators, Anna 
Salter)

And he said, “What comes 
out of a person is what 

defiles him. For from within, 
out of the heart of man, 

come evil thoughts, sexual 
immorality, theft, murder, 

adultery, coveting, 
wickedness, deceit, 

sensuality, envy, slander, 
pride, foolishness. All these 

things come from within, 
and they defile a person.” 

Mark 7:20-23



Scripture Speaks: Isaiah 59:3-8

“For your hands are defiled with blood and your fingers with iniquity; your 
lips have spoken lies; your tongue mutters wickedness.
No one enters suit justly; no one goes to law honestly; they rely on empty 
pleas, they speak lies, they conceive mischief and give birth to iniquity.
They hatch adders’ eggs; they weave the spider’s web; he who eats their 
eggs dies; and from one that is crushed a viper is hatched. Their webs will 
not serve as clothing; men will not cover themselves with what they make. 
Their works are works of iniquity, and deeds of violence are in their hands. 
Their feet run to evil, and they are swift to shed innocent blood; their 
thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; desolation and destruction are their 
highways.
The way of peace they do not know. and there is no justice in their paths; 
they have made their roads crooked; no one who treads on them knows 
peace.”



• Crossing physical boundaries 

• Treating like a peer 

• Grooming of the family

• Bribes

• Gifts

• Manipulation

• Creating an image of oneself to 

others 

• Gradual use of affection

• Flattery

• Special attention

• Isolation

• Filling roles in a child’s or 

adult’s life

• Creating reasons to spend 

more time with a child

Grooming Behaviors



Stages of Grooming Behaviors 

• Picking a child or individual 

• Forming a bond and gaining trust of the person and their family

• Gaining access into their life and activities 

• Isolating and silencing the child

• Gradual affection turns into a sexual relationship 

• Control is maintained through manipulation and threats 

They pursue the vulnerable, needy, afflicted, weak and gullible. They 

pursue them in the places they are least expected, most needed or 

welcomed, and rarely questioned or looked at with suspicion.



“For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of 

their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering 

speech – they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”

Romans 16:18



Detecting Deception: Discernment 

• People think they are better at detecting deception than 
they actually are (Paul Eckman, Telling Lies)

• Detecting deception is subtle and often missed
• Discernment and perception pay attention to what is 

actually occurring 
• Pay attention to the facts and details - do not get lost in 

what you believe about the person’s character or 
personality 

• “Detection apprehension” or fear of getting caught 
• Practiced liars - a developed skill 
• Natural liars - those who seem to be skilled, versed, and at 

ease lying and deceiving 



Discernment

• As we have discussed, all the research demonstrates we are 
not as good at spotting deception as we would like to think. 
Most of us are easily swayed by words and facial features. 

• However, the more we know about the nature of deception 
and grooming, predatorial behavior, the more prepared we are 
to spot it.  It allows us to slow down and consider the facts, ask 
good questions, and become more discerning.

“The wisdom of the prudent is to discern his way, but the folly of 
fools is deceiving.” 

Proverbs 14:8 



Discernment

As we have discussed, all the research demonstrates we are not as good 

at spotting deception as we would like to think. Most of us are easily 

swayed by words and facial features. 

However, the more we know about the nature of deception and 

grooming, predatorial behavior, the more prepared we are to spot it.  It 

allows us to slow down and consider the facts, ask good questions, and 

become more discerning. 

“The wisdom of the prudent is to discern his way, but the folly of fools is 

deceiving.” 

Proverbs 14:8 



The Appeal of Churches



When It Happens in the Church

“No victim feels more alone than somebody abused by a religious 
figure or in a religious setting. The most universal source of comfort 
and solace in painful times is God. But if God is perceived to be an 

integral part of one’s abuse or cover-up, victims are left with virtually  
nowhere to turn.”

SNAP’s National Director, David Clohessy This Little Light by Christa Brown 

“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep 
of my pasture!” declares the Lord.

Jeremiah 23:1-4 



• There is always a need of volunteers, especially with 
children’s ministry 

• We are welcoming, accepting and often forgiving of 
those who have been incarcerated 

• We are often naive… we do not follow up or question 
people’s stories 

• We are quick to disbelieve children that adults call 
“defiant”

The Appeal of Churches



Offenders Report Religious People Are Easier 
to Fool

“I consider church people easy to fool… they have a trust that 

comes from being Christians… They tend to be better folks all 

around. And they seem to want to believe in the good that 

exists in all people… I think they want to believe in people. 

And because of that, you can easily convince, with or without 

convincing words.” 

“Patrick,” Predators, Anna Salter



• Thinking the Problem is “out there” not within our walls 

• Lack of awareness or minimization of the nature of 
predatorial behavior 

• Believing we can handle it ourselves 

• Fear of overemphasizing abuse so we downplay what 
occurred

• Understanding it as a one-time event with minor 
consequences 

• A poor framework we use to understand or deal with 
abusive behavior

Why are we often ill-equipped for such events? 



The Impact

The Individual
• spiritual alienation, fear a place/ a God that should be the 

source of hope and comfort 
The Family 
• hurt, confusion on how to think, feel, respond, fear of 

judgment, gossip, blame
The Body/Community
• fear, divisions, taking sides, distrust, miscommunication, lack 

of confidence in leadership
IN ALL 
• a disillusionment with the institution of the church, with God 

and all He represents, and with people who claim to be 
Christians



One Among Us
A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing



1. It is a warning against shepherds who only look out for 
themselves. 

2. They will be held accountable.  
3. It leaves sheep open and vulnerable to those who 

hunt them.
4. The Lord Himself will “search for my sheep and look 

after them” (vs. 11).
5. He will “search for the lost and bring back the strays.”
6. He will “bind up the injured and strengthen the 

weak.”
7. God will “shepherd the flock with justice.”

Ezekiel 34



• This is not a distinctly catholic problem, similar widespread 

mishandling of abuse has been found in evangelical 

churches, along with cover up and mistreatment of victims. 

• To remain silent makes the church complicit, indifferent, or 

inadequate.

• When one cares more about the institution than the 

individual, everyone suffers.

When the Church Fails to Respond



We can fluctuate between 2 extremes: 

A conservative approach states that we 
need to take personal responsibility for 

what happens, to the exclusion of 
acknowledging being sinned 

against, victimized, or mistreated.

Personal
Responsibility

Everyone 
is a Victim

We want to strike a balance that demonstrates an awareness 
that we all are moral responders to the things that happen 
to us, without placing blame or responsibility on a person 

who has been abused by another. 

A liberal view can lead to seeing 
everyone as a victim with no moral 
responsibility or sense of personal 
response to being sinned against.



Matthew 18 Principle:

• Take out the log in your own eye

• Go and show your brother his fault

• Go and be reconciled 

• Do not continue to bring it up

• Continue to fellowship together

• Is the offense seriously dishonoring God?

• Has it permanently damaged a relationship?

• Is it hurting other people? and

• Is it hurting the offender himself?

Reactions: The Church Should Handle It



Church Discipline 

• Professing believers who knowingly & rebelliously disobey
• Clear disobedience of Scripture 
• Unresolved relational sins - such as slander or abusive 

speech
• Violation of God’s moral commandments 
• Divisiveness in church
• False teaching on major doctrine
• Disorderly conduct 
• Matthew 18:15-17, 1 Corinthians 5:1-13, 1 Corinthians 5:9

What’s the danger of this application? 



Reactions: Leaving It to the Authorities

• We are not equipped to handle this. 
• We are not the police.
• Therefore, we need to step back and remove 

ourselves from the situation until it is resolved.
• Let the authorities figure it out and we won’t judge.
• Let others figure out what to do.

What is wrong with this?
What often motivates this stance?



• Understand the nature of deception, the nature of 
predatorial evil and abuse, the impact of suffering, 
victimization, being sinned against and 
mistreatment.

• A  preventative approach to protecting the 
vulnerable

• A commitment to following reporting laws 

• Responding pastorally at all times 

• A willingness to wade through the complexity of 
messy situations

Steps to Responding Well



What Part Will We Play?

• Deviancy

• Sexual 

Violations

• Wickedness

• Evil

• Cover Up

Corruption

• Redemption

• Protection

• Restoration

• Reparation

Correction

• Sex

• Sexuality

• Innocence

• Authority & 

Position

Creation



How the Church Should Respond 

“Defend the weak and fatherless, uphold the cause of 
the poor and the oppressed.”

Psalm 82:3  

“Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the 
right of the afflicted and the destitute. Rescue the weak 

and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the 
wicked.” 
Psalm 82:3-4

“Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all who 
are destitute. Open your mouth, judge righteously, 

defend the rights of the poor and needy.” Proverbs 31:8-9



The Church Should Respond Continued 

“Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; 
bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow’s 

cause.” 
Isaiah 1:17 

“Do not oppress the widow, the fatherless, the 
sojourner, or the poor, and let none of you devise evil

against another in your heart.” 
Zechariah 7:10 



Do You?

• Seek justice, bring justice, give justice 
• Maintain the rights (of those who are vulnerable)
• Rescue the weak
• Deliver them from evil men
• Open your mouth (for those who cannot speak for themselves) 
• Defend those who need it, defend their rights, plead their cause 
• Judge righteously 
• Correct oppression
• Do good, when it is within your power to act 
• Protect your own heart from evil



What Part Will We Play?

• Deviancy

• Sexual 

Violations

• Wickedness

• Evil

• Cover Up

Corruption

• Redemption

• Protection

• Restoration

• Reparation

Correction

• Sex

• Sexuality

• Innocence

• Authority & 

Position

Creation



Responding Legally

• A child discloses abuse
• It is reported to authorities 
• An investigation begins
• People are interviewed, facts 

collected
• A decision is made by the 

criminal system and by youth 
and family services

• Action is implemented 
• Professional resources are 

often offered

Responding Pastorally

• A child discloses abuse
• Child is taken seriously, report made 
• Allow the legal process to play out, while 

caring well for the child
• Ministry to child’s parents and family and 

helping them process how to think, feel 
and respond to the disclosure 

• Walk alongside others who are impacted 
by the event

• Navigate the complexity of differing 
opinions and perspectives 

• Guide and mediate people through 
conflicts that may ensue 

Rescue the Weak: Process of Disclosure



• Know the reporting laws in your state

• Inform & educate those who are mandated reporters (permissive vs. 

mandated)

• Have procedures & protocols in place in your organization

• Determine a chain of events - the process for handling disclosures, who 

is involved, etc. 

• Be willing to run background checks (but know their limitations)

• Build relationships with community supports - police, youth & family, 

social services 

• Have trained, knowledgeable people available as resources

Seek justice, give justice, bring justice



• “Laws without morals are vain” – Reporting laws don’t 
change behavior, but catch it – and hopefully, at best, help 
prevent it. 

• Don’t presume you are safe because you do background 
checks.

• We must appeal to people’s character.

• “Hard cases make bad laws.”

• Wisdom and discernment should guide responses, NOT the 
perceptions of others, fear of repercussions, or self-
preservation.

Seek justice, give justice, bring justice 



• Know your community.

• Don’t be afraid to know who is in your neighborhood.

• Be alert to anyone who seeks access to children.

• Develop wise policies about working with children.

• Have good procedures for working with youth groups and events. 

• Volunteer and staff trainings about reporting and unwise behavior.

• Foster an atmosphere of openness and approachability.

• Be vocal and public about your commitment to protecting the 
vulnerable.

Defend the Weak: Practical Steps



• Who are the vulnerable populations?
• When and where do they meet?
• Who is in charge, leads, oversees? 
• Who volunteers and what are the requirements?
• Have volunteers been fully vetted?
• What are the safety protocols? How are they enforced?
• What is the physical layout of the church or ministry that can 

allow people to come in and out? 
• How are staff and volunteers trained, prepared, and 

educated on what to do should something happen?
• Education, practice, role-playing, training

Know Your Ministry



Possible Safety Procedures

• The physical set up of areas 

• Open door policies, windows in doors, limited access 

without signing in

• Two adult rule for classrooms or events with youth

• Training & Orientation 

• Consider: Do you allow teens to serve in childcare? 

• Workers over the age of 18 

• “Open Door Policy” for leadership

• Supervision of common areas, bathrooms, hallways 



Judge Righteously: Practical Steps  

• Teach people to recognize things that seem “off” and use 
perception. It is often based in the facts/details of what is going on 
around them. 

• Teach people to evaluate behavior, not character. 

• Until they are old enough to be taught what predatory behavior 
looks like, a child/teen is too young to be their own protector. 

• Let people know no topic, no problem is off limits to talk about. 

• Prepare your community to be proactive: Where do people have 
access to kids, how do they keep safe, what do they do if 
something looks amiss? What to say, what to ask, what information 
to give out. 



How Should the Church Respond?  

“Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice
to the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause.” Isaiah 1:17 

● Learn to Do Good - we call out deception, evil and wickedness 
● Seek Justice - we do not excuse grievous sin 
● Correct Oppression - We intervene in evil and we rectify what is 

wrong
● Bring justice - We actively deliver righteousness & accountability to 

wrongdoing 
● Plead the widow’s cause - we speak on behalf of the weak and 

needy, we stand with the vulnerable to defend them and give voice 
to their suffering.

This is where justice and righteousness begin in abuse. 



• Listen well & provide comfort 
• Encourage their bravery for sharing
• Remind them they are not to blame
• DO NOT make promises you cannot keep
• Walk alongside them
• Walk alongside their family
• Offer to go to meetings, interviews, groups with them if 

they need support 
• Expect a wide range of negative emotions 
• Explore local resources and ways to connect them to 

support

Caring for the Abused 



Loving People Well: The Abused 

• Some children may need advocates
• Parents often need support, counseling, help walking alongside 

them and knowing what to do next 
• When appropriate, speak publicly in support of the child/family
• Be proactive in seeking them out and pursuing them 
• Ask what they need, but also learn to anticipate what might be 

helpful
• Let them be resilient 

But Jesus called for them and said, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 

the kingdom of God belongs.”
Luke 18:16



Impact of Abuse 
Factors of Abuse:
-Degree of force, power, 
aggression 
-Level of deviancy 
-Length of time and 
consistency 
-Use of manipulation & 
coercion 
-Use of fear & threats
-Length of time & 
opportunities
-Level of fear, shame, blame
-Degree of grooming
-Level of confusion
-Level of isolation & silencing 
-Weakness or vulnerability
-Type of relationship
-Quality of family relationships 
-Lack of supports
-Not believed 
-Past abuse

Impact on an Individual 

Less More

More



Ability to Heal from Abuse
Responses of Abuse:
- Initial response 
- Degree of care & concern 
- Taken seriously
- Protective measures put in 
place
- Reaction/support of the family
- Impact on family
- Support for family
- Community impact 
- Community support & 
response
- Resources offered
- Supports put in place
- Sheltered from repercussions
- Hope given
- Length of care and support

Health & Healing of an Individual 

Poor Encouraging

Encouraging



Abused Individuals Need Grace
“And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who 

are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help 
the weak, be patient with everyone.” 1 Thessalonians 5:14 

1. They will have many fears (Will I be believed? Will 
I be blamed? Will you be angry?)

2. They will have strong emotions (sorrow, hurt, 
frustration, anger, shame)

3. They will have questions (Who can I trust? Will you 
defend me? Stand by me? Be swayed by my 
abuser?)

4. They will have doubts (Am I responsible? Did God 
see? Does He love me/care about me?)



“The first service one owes to others in a community 
involves listening to them. Just as our love for God 

begins with listening to God’s Word, the beginning of 
love for others is learning to listen to them. God’s love 

for us is shown by the fact that God not only gives 
God’s Word, but also lends us God’s ear...We do 

God’s work for our brothers and sisters when we learn 
to listen to them.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer



Helping victims to:

Never minimize their pain and suffering, and its 
impact
Giving voice to their cries and light to their 
darkness 
Release bitterness, anger, and desire for 
personal vengeance 
Trust God to vindicate - let justice be brought on 
by God and the civil authorities 



• Ground it in a Creator who values justice and mercy 

• Involve prayer and worship

• Provide opportunities for events, seminars, and workshops that are 
enforced

• Involve experienced counselors, educators, and law enforcement 
who will train you and build good relationships with you

• Thoughtful literature on the church’s stance on such topics and the 
policies/procedures

• Trainings that involve teaching parents how to talk to kids about 
hard subjects like sex/sexuality, abuse, death, etc.

Church Education Plans



“We are not to simply bandage the 
wounds of victims beneath the 

wheels of injustice, we are to drive 
a spoke into the wheel itself”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer



2 Timothy 3 - The Markers of such people:
Having a form of (perceived) godliness (doctrine, 
good works, stature) - yet abusive, proud, lovers 
of pleasure, unholy, without love. Who might in 
every way present themselves as godly/religious.

1. “Who worm their way into homes and gain 
control over gullible women.” They prey on the 
vulnerable.

2. “While evil doers and imposters will go from bad 
to worse, deceiving and being deceived.”

What About Offenders?



To Us: How Should We Respond?

1. “Have nothing to do with such people.”

2. Rightly handle the word of truth 

3. Use truth to teach, rebuke, correct, and train so 

that you may be equipped.



Does the Church Minister to Sex 
Offenders?

It requires:
• Belief the gospel does change people, but it is difficult to determine
• Always prioritize the safety of the vulnerable
• Require full disclosure - records, parole officer, search and validate their story 
• Seek input - of law enforcement, parole officer, experts, counselors. Make informed 

decisions in community.
• Know your local laws, church procedures, and develop a plan
• Mandate accountability - chaperon on grounds, places that are off limits, settings that 

are not allowed (Evaluate personal willingness to be transparent and accountable, as 
well as validate it)

• Establish how you will minister to the individual - in a group, off-campus home or 
small group committed to working with the individual 



What is Genuine Repentance? 

1. Recognition: of one’s own depravity and deviancy 
2. Admission: of the evil done to others, and it’s impact
3. Confession: full and complete disclosure of all that 

was done
4. Acceptance: of the penalties, consequences, and 

restitution to those who are harmed
5. Submission: accountability to governing authorities, 

imposed limitations in community, transparency, 
seek ongoing reparations when needed



• Lack of long-term treatment success
• High rate of reoffending 
• Teen vs. Adult
• Self-confessed vs. Caught
• Accepting of Consequences?
• Willing withdrawal from activities with children?
• Not minimizing the sin / evil that it is 
• Not having a “hands off” approach  
• Wrestling with what it means to minister to an offender 
• Requires great wisdom and complexity 

Pursuing and Loving People Well: The Abuser 



• Education on issues of sexuality & personal safety/abuse
• Good screening procedures 
• Resources for counseling
• Know your local resources, officials, professionals
• Liability insurance and good legal counsel * 
• Proactively train individuals in the ministry who know reporting 

laws, go to conferences, and keep up with current resources 
• Looking for regular volunteers that are well-trained
• Providing, and at times, requiring regular training 
• Supervision in small groups, youth retreats, camping, etc.
• Fully inform parents of plans, events, details, adult supervision

Make Your Ministry as Unappealing as 
Possible to Offenders



Is It Possible to Overreact?



“Let us not become weary 
in doing good, for at the 

proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give 

up.” 

Galatians 6:9



Teach Godly Views of Sexuality
Talk Often. Talk Freely. Talk Soon.

It Starts in the Home



Be Proactive, Not Reactive
It is far better to proactively shape a child’s 
understanding of a subject, than to debunk 

an inaccurate view.



Stanton & Brenna Jones
How and When to Tell Your Kids About Sex

“There can be no denying that a lot of children  
and adolescents are growing up with very 

problematic attitudes of sex. The problem is not 
that (children) were given godly instruction early 
on by their parents; rather, the problem is that 

they have learned from everywhere else, and have 
learned all the wrong beliefs.

If our children are going to learn about sex early in 
our sex-saturated society, it must be our 

responsibility for them to learn the right views, and 
for God’s perspective to form the foundation for 

all they come to believe.”



The Risk of Not Talking about 
the Hard Stuff



The Risk of Not Talking about the Hard 
Stuff

• Someone else will…(and you won’t like what they say). Kids 
are aggressively pursued. 

• A sex-crazed culture will push their value system. 
(recreational sex and pleasure, look out for #1)

• They will form their own conclusions. 

• They will assume your silence means you are indifferent or 
inadequate in helping them.

• It becomes another area they feel you can’t understand. 

• They will run the risk of becoming victims of sexual crimes.



The Danger of Teaching Families to Fear

1. It will work, and the child will be afraid. Using fear as a 
means of protecting kids against abuse gives a child a 
perpetual sense of being afraid and not trusting people. 

• They end up experiencing some of the damage we 
meant to protect them from.

• They do not learn to distinguish between worry and 
genuine intuitive fear. 

2. It won’t work, and the parent will lose credibility. 

• If children see their parent’s warnings as over-reactions, 
parents lose credibility and will no longer be listened to. 

3. It cripples children from recognizing and knowing how to 
respond to genuine danger. 

Protecting the Gift by Gavin de Becker



• Statistics are staggering in stating that (90% of) children are 
most often abducted, molested or harmed by someone 
they know, not strangers.

• We have children break that rule on a regular basis by 
talking to waiters, bank tellers, store owners, etc.

• We do want to teach children the right way to talk to 
strangers and whom to trust.

• The fallacy of unsafe strangers: they look evil and act that 
way. 

• It implies that people they do know will not hurt them.

The Fallacy of Stranger Danger 



“The Rule is intended to provide protection in the 
event the child is alone somewhere, but because a 

parent is present, then what difference does it 
make if a young child speaks with a stranger? The 
irony is that if your child is ever lost in public, the 
ability to talk to strangers is actually the greatest 
asset he could have…. Children raised to assume 
all strangers might be dangerous do not develop 
their own inherent skills for evaluating behavior.”

Protecting the Gift by Gavin de Becker



• Teach them to recognize and understand instinct. It is often 
based in the facts or details of what is going on around them. 

• Teach them to evaluate behavior - did the grown-up tell you to 
do what is right and good? Or was it bad?

• Until they are old enough to be taught what predatory behavior 
looks like, a child is too young to be their own protector. 

• Let them know no topic, no problem is off limits to talk about.

• Prepare children for being alone in public: where do they walk, 
how do they keep safe, what do they do if they are lost. What 
strangers to approach, what to ask, what information to give out. 

A Better Way



“And these words that I command you today shall 
be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently 
to your children, and shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down, and when you rise. You 
shall bind them as a sign on you hand, and they 
shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall 

write them on the doorposts of your house and on 
your gates…”

Deuteronomy 6:6–9 (and following verses)



Talk Often. Talk Freely. Talk Soon.

Kids need to hear about sex and sexuality in godly, 
positive, inspiring ways. 

If not from parents and the church, who?



What Part Will We Play?

• Deviancy

• Sexual 

Violations

• Wickedness

• Evil

• Cover Up

Corruption

• Redemption

• Protection

• Restoration

• Reparation

Correction

• Sex

• Sexuality

• Innocence

• Authority & 

Position

Creation



• How and When to Tell Your Kids About Sex: A Lifelong Approach to 
Shaping Your Child’s Sexual Character by Stanton L. & Brenna B. Jones

• God’s Design For Sex Series:

• Book 1 – The Story of Me (ages 3-5)

• Book 2 – Before I was Born (ages 5-8)

• Book 3 – What’s The Big Deal? Why God Cares About Sex (ages 8-
11)

• Book 4 – Facing The Facts: The Truth About Sex and You (ages 11-
14)

• Before I Was Born by Cynthia Nystrom 

• Learning About Sex for the Christian Family

• The Kidpower Book for Caring Adults by Irene Van der Zande

Resources



• GRACE: Godly Responses to Abuse in the Christian Environment, 
Boz Tchividjian www.gracenet.org

• On Guard: Preventing and Responding to Child Abuse at Church by 
Deepak Reju

• Safe Sanctuaries: Reducing Risk of Abuse in the Church for Children 
and Youth by Joy Thornburg Melton

• Caring for Sexually Abused Children: A Handbook for Families and 
Churches by Dr. R. Timothy Kearney 

• Protecting The Gift: Keeping Children and Teenagers Safe (and 
Parents Sane) by Gavin de Becker 

• On the Threshold of Hope by Dr. Diane Langberg

Resources



• Caring for Sexually Abused Children: A Handbook for 
Families & Churches by Timothy Kearney 

• Predators: Pedophiles, Rapists, & Other Sex Offenders: 
Who They are, How They Operate, and How We Can 
Protect Our Children by Anna Salter

• This Little Light by Christa Brown

• StopBaptistPredators.org 

• Deliver Us From Evil: Innocence and Faith Betrayed (DVD or 
Amazon)

Resources



• Suffer the Children: Developing Effective Church Policies 
on Child Maltreatment by Victor Vieth

• Protecting Children From Abuse at Church by Basyle 
Tchividjian

• On Guard: Preventing and Responding to Child Abuse by 
Deepak Reju

• Safe Sanctuaries for Ministries: Reducing the Risk of Abuse 
in the Church by Joy Thornburg Melton

• Safe Sanctuaries - Older Adults: The Church Responds to 
Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation of Older Adults by Joy 
Thornburg Melton

Resources


