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I. Introduction

II. Connecting the Bible and Modern Problems: Overview

a. Go Near—What passages speak directly to the topic at hand?

b. Go Wide—What other passages and themes are related to and may inform the
topic at hand?

c. Go Long—How does the Bible from start to finish frame this issue?
i. The Bible is an unfolding story of redemption that climaxes in the work of

Jesus Christ
ii. Pay attention to the whole story from Genesis to Revelation

iii. We always have to wrestle with what’s “new” about the New Testament
iv. Example: The Bible and Riches

d. Lots of work? Only for Bible scholars? Consider Acts 17:11

III. Connecting the Bible and Modern Problems: What Does the Bible Say About Family
Planning and Contraception?

a. Meet Tim and Sarah

b. Go Near
i. Genesis 1:28

ii. Psalm 127:3-5a

c. Go Wide
i. Stewardship (Romans 12:3–8; 1 Corinthians 12; 1 Timothy 5:8)

ii. God is the one who sovereignly gives or withholds the blessing of
children; we are not the master of our lives (James 4:13–15)

iii. Motives matter (Proverbs 16:2)
iv. Human personhood begins at conception (Psalm 139:13–16)

d. Go Long
i. Family lines are critical in the OT

ii. In the NT, the OT promises of land and descendants for the people of
Israel expand and are fulfilled by a kingdom of Christ followers that is
neither geographically nor ethnically centralized.
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iii. Primary household in the NT is the household of God (Galatians 3:28;
Colossians 3:11; Matthew 12:46–48)

iv. 1 Corinthians 7—more than one kingdom centered option
v. Yet individual families are still important

e. Synthesis—What does the Bible say about family planning?
i. Children are a blessing from God and the family is a means of multiplying

worshippers of God.
ii. No place in Scripture commands couples to have as many children as they

physically can; there is no “ideal” family size.
iii. The biblical principle of stewardship suggests that it is legitimate for a

couple to consider multiple factors in planning a family.
iv. Motives behind our decisions are important. Limiting family size

primarily out of convenience/comfort is problematic.
v. The coming of the kingdom in Jesus Christ means that individuals within a

household are actually part of a larger collective of God’s people.
vi. Scripture does not prescribe particular family planning methods but the

biblical perspective that a unique human person begins at conception must
impact the choice of contraception.

IV. Conclusion
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