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Shame Interrupted 

Goals 
1. Briefly unearth shame 
2. Be personally encouraged by the God who draws us near 
3. Consider what this looks like in how we care for others 

Shame is the deep sense that you are unacceptable because of something you did, 
something done to you, or something associated with you. You feel exposed and 
humiliated. You are unlovable. 

Unclean Defiled Disgraced 
Dishonored Outcast Worthless 
Naked Unlovable Loathed 
Shunned Discarded Scorned 
Disgusting Repulsive Vile 

Key images: naked, outcast and unclean, poor, weak 
Shame’s opposite: clothed, crowned, radiant, “my people,” washed, holy, honor, head 

lifted, face toward, strength, wealth 

Listen to The Story 
(Keep Track of the Priests) 

God ----------------------------------------------------------- gods 
Near to the Lord ------------------------------------------- far from the Lord 
Life ----------------------------------------------------------- death 
Promise, grace --------------------------------------------- law, works 
Spirit --------------------------------------------------------- flesh 

1. Creation 
Walk with the Lord - Priests connected to God 
Naked and unashamed 
Animal skins 
Cherubim 
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2. A Promise to Abraham, which gathers momentum with the Exodus 
Not just for the first-born – Ishmael and Issac, Jacob and Esau 
Jacob’s ladder (Gen 28) 
A meal with God (Ex 12) 
Reflecting the Lord (Ex 34:33, Ps 34:5) 
A treasured possession, a nation of priests (Ex 19:4-6) 

A taxonomy – Lev 10:10 
Priestly garments 
The dwelling of God 
Giving blessings (Nu 6) 
Priests and Levites guard God’s house 

A touch that cleanses (Is 6) 
A song for barren women (Is 54) 
A meal for all (Is 55) 

3. But we need more 
A more thorough washing  
A better priest, a better sacrifice and a better temple 

THE Priest Descends  -  Hope Explodes 

1. Jesus only pursues outsiders 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. (Luke 4:18–19, Isaiah 61:1–2) 

A friend of tax collectors and sinners (Matt 11:19) 
An eye for the rejected and distraught (Luke 6:20-22) 

 Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you 
who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for 
you shall laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you 
and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! 

Samaritans (John 4) 
Two unclean women 
One disgraced apostle 
Crucifixion with shame 

2. Jesus is the priest  
The Priest descends, heaven and earth meet (John 1:51, Luke 3:20-21, 9:28-35) 

He is merciful and trustworthy (Heb 2:8-10) 
He prays (John 17) and blesses (Luke 24:50-51) 
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He is the living tabernacle (John 1:14 – dwelt among us and we saw his glory, Mt 
21:42 – rejected stone is cornerstone) 

He is the lamb (John 1:29) 
He is the perfected and perfector  (Heb 2:10-11)  
He ascends and sends the Spirit so we can ascend 
His glory busts loose 

3. Jesus opens the Holy of Holies (Matt 27:51, Heb 10:20) 
He redraws boundaries (Mt 15:11 – not what goes into the mouth) 
He gives the Spirit (Ps 51) 
He serves and washes (Jn 13) 

4. Everything changes 
1 Cor 1:26-27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 

chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of 
this world and the despised things-- and the things that are not-- to nullify the things 
that are, so that no one may boast before him. It is because of him that you are in 
Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God-- that is, our righteousness, 
holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the 
Lord." 

2 Cor 12 

You are a Priest 
We are the Tabernacle 

1. You live where heaven and earth meet.  “Will God indeed dwell with man on earth?” 
(2 Chron 6:18), You are a saint – a holy one (1 Cor 3, 6) 

Look at how you are dressed  (Ex 28, Eph 6, Rev 21, Zech 3) 

Life is about who we are connected to.  Those who look to him are radiant (Ps 
34:5).  The Spirit is the one who maintains the vital connection.  

Enjoy his hospitality.  Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who 
has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price. Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your 
labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 
and delight yourselves in rich food (Is 55:1-3, also Eph 3) 

“Come in, draw near”: turn to him during trouble. We have confidence to enter 
the holy places” (Heb 10:19),  Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
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and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and 
my burden is light. (Matt 11:28-29) 

Enjoy and pursue “progressive nearness.”  Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice 
and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. Like newborn babies, 
crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that 
you have tasted that the Lord is good. (1 Pet 2:1-2)  

Get your feet washed (John 13) 

Say, “My Father.” Ask him – and others – for help 

2. Go out, look down on shame, bring life, invite others 

Build the temple 
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen 

and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. (1 Pet 2:4-5) 

Take your places in His Body: speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, 
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each 
part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
(Eph 4:15-16) 

Shine, love, don’t grumble (2 Cor 3:12-18, Phil 2, John 17) 

Invite the nations  

Discern right from wrong. Grow in wisdom (Rom 12) 

Go out to war - guard and teach (Lev 10:10-11, Dt 33:10) 

Be a mini temple, a walking tabernacle 
Make house calls (1 Cor 7; Eze 47, John 7:38-39) 

Pray and intercede (Heb 6:20, 7:25, 9:24)  

Bless  (Num 6) 
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But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. (1 Pet 2:9) 
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