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Committed to the Church 
by Myriam Hertzog 

In my opinion there is no harder work 
than that of a pastor. Day in and day 
out they pour themselves out to their 
flock. They sit and pray with people 
who are in the midst of darkness. 
They open their homes, serve meals, 
endure critiques, and perhaps even 
stinging gossip. Their calling is one 
that requires sacrif ice beyond 
themselves—the call extends to their 
spouses and children too.  

In my role as the Supporting Church 
Liaison, I have the privilege of 
speaking regularly with pastors. I 
hear the joys and sorrows of pastoral 
ministry. I witness first-hand how 
these men serve even as they face 
their own neediness and weakness. 
Nothing has been more encouraging 
to me in my work.  

At CCEF it is our desire to encourage 
and equip pastors—it is a primary 
way we fulfill our mission. We 
recently hosted our first local Pastors 
Luncheon. 30 men from 20 churches 
and 10 denominations attended. 
Mike Emlet spoke on effective small 
group ministry. Then he and David 
Powlison facilitated a rich discussion 
on the topic with a focus on prayer in 
small groups. Here are testimonies 
from two of the pastors. 

As a pastor in attendance at 
yesterday's luncheon on Supporting 
Small Group Ministry I was freshly 
rem inded o f CCEF ' s f a i t h fu l 
commitment to the local church. 
Consistently, year after year, they 
have developed a ministry model 
that seeks to support rather than 
compete with a pastor’s ministry to 
his congregation. I know of no other 
para-church ministry that is so 
intentional in recognizing the role of 
the pastor to his congregation.  

Pastor, Lancaster, PA 

I have found CCEF consistently 
provides Biblical foundations for 
the  most challenging counseling 
issues I face.  Yesterday's luncheon 
helped me learn how to move 
beyond mere surface matters to the 
chronic sin patterns endemic to all 
human hearts.   I am thankful for their 
investment in my life and the life of 
our church. 

Pastor, West Chester, PA  

What a joy it is to hear such words! 
Join with us and pray the Lord will 
provide more opportunities like this 
to serve the local church and partner 
more effectively with pastors.  

For more information about CCEF’s 
Supporting Church Program visit 
ccef.org/support.  

www.ccef.org

EQUIPPING PASTORS 

Introducing CCEF for 
Pastors 

We just launched a new dedicated 
CCEF page for pastors. Our goal is 
to encourage pastors and ministry 
workers, to keep them informed 
about what is happening in the 
world of counseling, and to offer 
strategies for equipping their 
churches for the ministry of mutual 
care.  

The current page has resources that 
answer this question: What is 
biblical counseling? We know that 
in some ways, even using the word 
counseling is cumbersome because 
it suggests something professional 
and scheduled—just for the experts. 
But we think of biblical counseling 
as wise conversations in which we 
join the daily struggles of life with 
the many words and promises of 
God that are fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

Welcome to CCEF for Pastors, 

We plan to periodically update the 
page with new resources. Take 
some time to explore it and  then 
recommend it to your pastor.  

ccef.org/pastors 

http://ccef.org/pastors
http://ccef.org/support
http://www.ccef.org
http://ccef.org/pastors
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David Powlison: On the 
Anglican Leadership Institute 

Why is it a good thing that CCEF is 
working with the Anglican church? 
The Anglican Church in Asia and 
Africa has a deep commitment to 
Scripture, worship, evangelism, and 
discipleship. The opportunity to 
spend time with bishops, pastors, 
teachers, and rising leaders from this 
area of the world was a privilege. 

What was special about your time? 
I enjoyed the opportunity to interact 
in a living room setting with a small 
group of 20. We shared meals and 
spent time in fellowship. Each day 
we began with worship, prayer, and 
a message from Scripture. One of 
the greatest apologetics for biblical 
counseling is that it makes private 
ministry cohere with public ministry. 
This is unlike other approaches of 
counseling where the message and 
goals have no apparent connection 
to the things that we sing, pray, and 
read from Scripture. 

What topic did you teach on? 
I taught from the Beatitudes in 
Matthew 5. I grounded leadership in 
humility and spoke about how true, 
strong pastoral leadership emerges 
from weakness—leaders need mercy 
before they can give mercy. I then 
laid out a basic model of pastoral 
skills for ministry from 2 Corinthians.   

What struck you 
about the pastors 
in attendance? 
T h e r e w e r e a 
number of stories 
that struck me.  

One of the leaders 
was from Brunei in 
southeast Asia. He 
expressed concern 
about the Muslim 
sharia law that had 
just been instituted. 

The church is not being overtly 
persecuted but there is a definite 
chill toward the Christian faith.  

A second story was from a bishop in 
Burundi. He raised another serious 
p a s t o r a l a n d c u l t u r a l i s s u e 
threatening the church. The dynamic 
is one of political oppression with 
people disappearing and ending up 
either jailed with no real charges or 
being discovered later dead.  

A third situation was a bishop from 
South Sudan. Twenty years ago he 
had been a “lost boy” who fled and 
walked 1000 miles to a refugee camp 
before being resettled in Australia. 
He has now volunteered to go back 
to serve as bishop in a war-torn part 
of south Sudan. He has no official 
residence. He sleeps in whatever 
house or hut of his people. They, too, 
are being strafed, bombed or killed. 
He deals with extreme situations of 
violence, poverty, and instability.  

In each of these men, I was struck by 
thei r godl iness , humi l i ty, the 
conviction of their Christian faith, and 
their desire to walk faithfully in very 
difficult circumstances. It was an 
honor to be with brethren whose 
faith is alive in such circumstances. 

Join us in prayer for these men. 
May God grant hope and joy as 

they serve our brothers and sisters 
in Asia and Africa. 

www.ccef.org

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT! 
On any given day we rely on $2,400 
in donations to support our work. If 
you would like to learn more about 
our ministry please contact us at 
support@ccef.org or visit our 
website ccef.org/support.  

Please pray for us to live in the 
reality that all we have and do is a 
gift in Christ. We give thanks daily 
for you. You choose to support our 
work because you care about what 
we do. On behalf of the faculty and 
staff, thank you! 

Blessings in Christ, 
Rebecca Eaton 

Podcasts are back! 
Why did we relaunch the CCEF 
podcasts? Because we recognize 
that biblical counseling is hard. Men 
and women around the world can 
often feel isolated as they provide 
care and counseling to those who 
are struggling. So our goal is to 
come alongside and support these 
men and women. The podcast 
format allows us to touch on topics 
that can be difficult to address in 
other forms of media. 

Find recent episodes with new host 
Alasdair Groves at ccef.org/

podcast. 
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