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CCEF in Charlottetown, 
Canada 
by Eamon and Kathryn Wilson, CCEF 
Counselors 

Having been invited to join the ministry 
of The Gospel Coalition (TGC) Atlantic 
Canada, we traveled to Charlottetown, 
PEI for their conference on The Trinity: 
One God Three Persons. Far from being 
an abstract academic discussion, the 
speakers clearly laid out the relational 
nature of God and the echoing 
re p e rc u s s i o n s o f t h a t t r u t h f o r 
interpersonal ministry and life within the 
body of Christ. Our workshop and 
plenary topics addressed such pivotal 
issues as ministering to men whose 
behaviors are destructive to themselves 
and others, bearing the image of God 
rather than managing our own, the 
spiritual and skill-based elements of 
listening wisely and well, and several 
others.  

Th is h igh ly re la t iona l top ic was 
particularly fitting as the churches within 
the TGC network in Atlantic Canada face 
unique challenges created by the 
geography of the region as well as a 
strongly secular social climate. This 
network covers the provinces of Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, 
and Prince Edward Island. We had the 
privilege of speaking to many pastors 
and ministry leaders throughout our time. 
It quickly became clear that a major 
obstacle they face is leading churches 
which are very small (a church of 200 is 
considered large) and are often located 
in isolated regions.  

This isolation affects the communities as 
a whole, with little access to counseling 
of any sort, much less counsel that is 
biblically grounded. We were blessed 
seeing how our distance education 
program at CCEF has allowed these 
isolated and under-resourced pastors to 
access and utilize the counseling training 

w h i c h C C E F p r o v i d e s . I n o u r  
conversations, the pastor’s questions 
were biblically informed and pastorally 
oriented to specific people within their 
congregations. The love for their people 
and the Word of God was evident in their 
sincere humility and desire for further 
training and equipping.  

As native Canadians, it was meaningful 
for us to witness firsthand and participate 
in CCEF’s ministry being realized in our 
home country. Please pray for our 
brothers and sisters in the north who 
continue to faithfully serve our Savior and 
the people of Atlantic Canada.  

*Pray for Eamon and Kathryn Wilson as 
they continue to grow in wisdom and skill 
as biblical counselors and as teachers.  

www.ccef.org

SERVING LEADERS 

In August we tes ted a new 
interactive learning platform. 
Throughout the month we offered 
four learning opportunities on a 
variety of topics: 
• Priesthood of believers (Ed Welch) 
• Communication (Alasdair Groves) 
• Personal Safety (Julie Lowe) 
• Emotions (Winston Smith) 

We had about 500 participants in 
e a c h s e s s i o n . 2 5 % w e r e 
international, representing over 25 
countries, which spanned nearly 
every continent in the world! 

More often than not, participants 
said the reason they attended these 
workshops was so they could be 
better equipped to help others. 
One of the primary ways we at 
CCEF seek to fulfill our mission is by 
equipping others. So you can 
imagine the delight it was for us to 
see how God blessed our energies.  

If you weren’t able to join us, you 
can watch the workshops online for 
free at ccef.org/live.  

Pray for us as we make a plan for 
how to best utilize this new 
learning platform.  

Prayer Requests 
• Rejoice that David Powlison’s book 

Good & Angry has been released! 
• Our annual conference is a focal 

point of our entire year of ministry. 
Pray for all who participate in 
Chattanooga between Oct 13-16. 
In particular, ask God that this 
would be more than a conference, 
that it would deeply impact the 
body of Christ, making us wise in 
God’s ways regarding our 
emotions. 

• Pray for our faculty’s ongoing work 
to develop new curriculum. Pray 
for clarity, unity, and productivity.  

• Give thanks with us to God who so 
faithfully supplies for our every 
need.  

• Pray we will find 365 donors who 
will each support a day of ministry 
at CCEF—$2,400. 

http://www.ccef.org
http://ccef.org/live
http://ccef.org/live
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American Sign Language 
by Myriam Hertzog, CCEF 
Development Coordinator 

CCEF has the unique opportunity this fall 
to welcome members of the deaf 
community to our National Conference 
in Chattanooga, TN by providing ASL 
interpretation. This is a deep joy for us—
and for me personally.  

My sister Gabrielle has been deaf from 
birth. She has taught me what it means 
to suffer faithfully and yet live and love 
the world God has given to her. But 
Gabrielle’s world is incredibly complex 
because she, like so many deaf people, 
lives between two worlds: the world of 
the deaf community she loves and knows 
and the world of the hearing community 
she loves and knows (including her own 
family who are all hearing).  

For the first time at a CCEF national 
conference, attendees who require ASL 
interpretation will get to participate live 
with other like-minded believers. Our 

National Conference 2016 will be a 
unique and exciting opportunity in some 

very specific ways.  

Joni Eareckson Tada, our keynote 
speaker, will be able to incarnate to our 
deaf attendees what it means to live with 
a disability and with the hope of the 
gospel. 

Our topic, “Emotions,” will speak aptly 
to the broad range of complex emotions 
deaf people experience living through 
the pain and isolation their disability can 
at times create. 

Please pray for us, and if you are able, 
consider a special donation to support 
this important initiative.  

www.ccef.org

On any given day your gifts support our 
people to do God’s work. If you would 
l ike to join our Any Given Day 
campaign and support one day of 
ministry at CCEF, please visit our 
website to learn more at ccef.org/
donate or email us at support@ccef.org. 

And please pray for us to live in the 
reality that all we have and do is a gift in 
Christ. We give thanks daily for you. You 
choose to support our work because 
you care about what we do. Thank you! 

New Resource: Growing 
Together 

As a Christian, you are inseparably 
joined to other people. Your welfare 
and your wisdom are connected to the 
welfare and wisdom of others. You have 
an important role to play, both in giving 
and receiving help. Ephesians 4 shows 
how God calls you and every believer 
to do your part by speaking helpful, 
constructive words. This is how God 
matures his people. 

Growing Together identifies key 
ingredients of humility, spiritual 
friendship, and spiritual vitality that are 
prerequisites for relationships that 
honor God and help people. This study 
shows how vital daily relationships 
benefit from a foundation of pastoral 
care and biblical counseling. Learn 
more at ccef.org/resources.  

Featured JBC Article 
A marriage is not always 
what it seems. Behind a 
peaceful façade there can be 
a history of great distress 
because one spouse controls 
and abuses the other. The 
Bible has a word for these 
c o e r c i v e p a t t e r n s : 
oppression. Because these 
patterns are often hidden, it 
takes skill and knowledge to 
d r a w t h e m o u t . I n 
“Identifying Oppression in 
Marriages,” Darby Strickland 
gives you tools to do this.  

“Oppressors are 
masters of 

deception. As 
God’s people, we 

are called to 
expose their works 
of darkness, and 

bring them into the 
light (Eph. 5:11).”  
– Darby Strickland 

ccef.org/jbc 
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