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One Attendee’s Story 
My name is Arwa. I was born in a nominal  
Christian family in Amman, Jordan. I have 

been a follower 

of Christ for 22 

years. Fourteen 

of those years I 
spent angry at 

G o d o v e r a 

painful trial that 

I was not able 

to make sense 
of until October 

2014, when I attended my first CCEF 

conference on Loss. That conference was 

like streams of water to a dry and 

parched land.   I truly believe that God 
tailor-made that conference for me.   I 

discovered what a fool I was and how 

God graciously addressed my besetting 

sins of wanting control over my life, 

trusting my fleshly wisdom, and loving his 
gifts more than loving him.   My failure to 

rise above my trial did not reflect God’s 

goodness to me. God had linked my 

relationship to his Son, not to my 

obedience.   Finding out these rich truths 
and many more was worth the fourteen 

miserable years I spent in the bottomless 

pit.   I felt born again—again!   I had seen 

the dross and now it was time to bring 

forth the gold.  

I returned home to Jordan like the 

Samaritan woman who could not run fast 

enough to tell others how depraved she 

was and how amazing God is.  I started a 

discipleship group for college girls. I 
shared my story with them, and we 

began meeting together to listen to the 

conference audio.   We meet regularly 

and talk about life issues and about God. 

Recently, one of the girls sent me this 
note: “I might not show you how much it 

means to me to have a place of shelter, a 
place that builds and is able to hold the 

frustration, anger, and questions all in 

one place without judgment. I have 

looked everywhere for this and now I can 

say I do have a place to run to and be as 
real as I can, and still be accepted and 

loved.   So thank you.   Today while I was 

thinking about what you’ve done, I 

remembered the dove of peace God 

showed Noah while he was still in the 
storm, that there is land and hope.” I 

love these girls and am so thankful to 

comfort them with the comfort I’ve 

received.  

At last year’s conference, I bought a 
suitcase full of books including the CCEF 

devotional, Heart of the Matter.   I have 

been sharing these devotions daily with 

the women I am mentoring, and the 

response has been overwhelming.   My 
sister told me that it has truly saved her 

life. 

In 2015 I started training with the School 

of Biblical Counseling and I cannot 

believe how these courses have changed 
me, especially the self-counseling 

projects.  I cannot get enough of the 

CCEF resources. I am so humbled by 

what CCEF is doing, and I want you to 

know how important and life-changing 
their work is for God’s Kingdom.   

Thank you to those of you who support 

the ministry of CCEF—they are showing 

us that there is land and hope. 

  *** 
Arwa shared her testimony during the CCEF 

Staff and Donor Dinner at the 2015 national 

conference. All who listened were moved and 
blessed by her story. Please pray for Arwa and 

our brothers and sisters in the Middle East.  

www.ccef.org

A Snapshot of the 
Conference 

Topic: “Side by Side: How God Helps Us 
Help Each Other” 

Location: Virginia Beach, VA 

1900 attendees 

50 volunteers 

19 speakers 

25 exhibitors 

42 states represented 

10 countries represented 

Over 100 Canadian attendees (the 
largest international delegation) 

8 general sessions 

16 breakout sessions 

Over 230 gallons of coffee served 

Over $40,000 received in donations to 
support the ministry of CCEF 

CCEF  
Highlights from the 2015 National Conference
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Side by Side: The 
Inspiration for the 2015 
National Conference  
In April 2015 Crossway published Side by 
Side: Walking with Others in Wisdom and 
Love by Ed Welch. Side by Side is the 

fruit of Ed’s 35 years of counseling and 
teaching ministry. Though the book 
began as a 650-page introduction to 
biblical counseling many years ago, Ed 
condensed it to it’s current form: a 163-

page primer on how ordinary people can 
help one another. Though the content of 
the book is established on theology that 
is often discussed in seminaries, it 
assumes that good theology is accessible 

to children—simple, but not simplistic. 
Ed summarizes the book this way: 
“equipped with humility and love, we 
want to move toward others and know 
them well enough to pray for them. It’s 

very basic. But, when acted upon, it 
changes the culture of our churches.” 

With the anticipated book release of Side 
by Side in 2015, it only made sense for 
side-by-side relational ministry to be the 

focus of this year’s CCEF national 
conference. In their plenary and breakout 
sessions, CCEF faculty and guest 
speakers made applications of Side by 
S i d e t o p r a y e r, c o n f r o n t a t i o n , 

perseverance in faith, small group 
ministry, serving families in crisis, helping 
those with sexual struggles, and more.  

E d h o p e d t h e 
teaching would have 
such an impact on 
attendees that their 

conversations with 
f r i e n d s , f a m i l y , 
c o w o r k e r s a n d 
ne ighbo r s wou ld 
begin to change on 

Monday morning. As 
it turns out, the topic 
inspired attendees to 
move toward one 

another immediately, even as the 

conference was still taking place. An 
attendee commented on this, saying, 
“One of the things that surprised and 
amazed me was how individuals in the 
crowd would reach out to others and 

engage them in conversations at every 
little opportunity…even while standing in 
line at the water fountain! People weren't 
going to let anyone stick to themselves if 
they could help it!” This response was 

certainly an answer to Ed’s prayers.  

Please continue to pray that attendees 
would have the courage and wisdom to 
practice what they learned at the 
conference and that it would bear fruit, 

fruit that will last.  
 
  *** 
If you want to listen to the conference 

t e a c h i n g , v i s i t o u r o n l i n e s t o re a t 
www.ccef.org/category/catalog/audio/2015-
national-conference-audio to purchase 
individual sessions or the complete digital 
download of the conference audio. 

www.ccef.org

Now Available: 
Psychiatric Disorders 

Curriculum  
This new curriculum features video 
instruction from David Powlison, Ed 
Welch, and Mike Emlet on psychiatric 
disorders. This resource will equip you to 
think biblically about psychiatric 
disorders and help those who struggle 
with them. The curriculum is designed 
for individual and group study. The 
workbook includes out l ines and 
questions for study and discussion. To 
purchase the new curriculum, visit our 
online store at www.ccef.org/psychiatric-
disorders-dvd-curriculum-single-pack 

Any Given Day 
We need to raise $850,000 this year, or 
about $2,300 on any given day. Would 
you prayerfully consider supporting a 
day of ministry as a one-time gift, or as a 
monthly gift of $195? The fingerprints of 
your gift are found in everything we do—
every class we teach, everything we 
write, and every single person we have 
the honor to help. To make a donation 
go to www.ccef.org/support-0  

“Grace is the initiating love of Jesus Christ.  
Because of Christ, we move toward others.” – Ed Welch


