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“Cosmic Cliffs” in the Carina Nebula



Proverbs help us gain wisdom and grow in 
discernment so that our words are seasoned 

and shaped by God's words and his son, 
Jesus, the Word incarnate, so that they 

bring life and beauty to 
your relationship with God and others.



Extracting Wisdom from Proverbs



“Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or 
you will become just like him.” 

Proverbs 26:4 

"Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will 
be wise in his own eyes.” 

Proverbs 26:5



To Grow in Wisdom
Foster a Fear of the Lord



“My son, if you receive my words
and treasure up my commandments with you,

making your ear attentive to wisdom
and inclining your heart to understanding;

yes, if you call out for insight
and raise your voice for understanding,

if you seek it like silver
and search for it as for hidden treasures,

then you will understand the fear of the Lord
and find the knowledge of God.” 

Proverbs 2:1-5



“For the Lord gives wisdom;
from his mouth come knowledge and understanding;

he stores up sound wisdom for the upright;
he is a shield to those who walk in integrity,

guarding the paths of justice
and watching over the way of his saints.” 

Proverbs 2: 6-8



Discernment is needed for Wisdom



“True discernment means not only distinguishing 
the right from the wrong; it means distinguishing 

the primary from the secondary, the essential from 
the indifferent, and the permanent from the 
transient. And, yes, it means distinguishing 
between the good and the better, and even 

between the better and the best.”
Sinclair Ferguson



“You can consume information. You cannot 
consume wisdom. Wisdom has to be built. It has to 

be fought for. It has to be forged. It has to be 
constructed. It has to be patiently considered 
and formed. And we are aiming for nothing 

less than wisdom.”
David Powlison



What Do We Do with Wisdom?



“The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life,
that one may turn away from the snares of death.” 

Proverbs 13:14

“Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it 
flow the springs of life.”

Proverbs 4:23



Speaking life-giving words


