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Are you aware of  how you typically 
respond to being hurt?



Conflict is one thing that God uses 
to shape us to be more like him. 



Conflict is one thing that God uses 
to shape us to be more like him. 

The problem is 
• we are still called to honor the people who 

harm us, since they are image bearers. (Gen 1:26)

• and be imitators of  Christ. (1 Cor 11:1)

And this is VERY difficult!
Especially when we are hurt.



Why do we strive to speak about our 
enemies in a God-honoring way?

1. God tells us to (Eph 4: 26, 29, 31, 32)
2. Our peace from obedience (Matt 5: 9; Rom 12:17-21)
3. Helps others discern the situation clearly (Heb 12:14)
4. Called to image Jesus, even in conflict (Matt 5:9)



How should we talk about our enemies?

1. Who is an enemy?

2. To who should I be talking about them?

3. How should I talk about my enemy?



Not everyone is an enemy…
•Overlook

• “Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates close 
friends.” (Prov 17:9)

• Forgive
• “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if  one 
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive.” (Col 3:12-13)

•Move Towards
• “So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.” (Rom 

14:19)
• Find the log in your own eye 

• “You hypocrite, first take the log out of  your own eye, and then you will see clearly 
to take the speck out of  your brother's eye.” (Matt 7:5) 

• Gently restore
• Matt 18:15 



An enemy is one who hates another 
and wishes him injury 

or attempts to do him injury 
to gratify his own malice or ill will.



Who is an enemy?

A troublemaker and a villain 
who goes about with a 

corrupt mouth, who winks 
maliciously with his eye, 
signals with his feet and 
motions with his fingers, 

who plots evil with deceit in 
his heart— he always stirs up 

conflict. Proverbs 6:12-14

1. In the Old Testament, 
an enemy generally is 
referred to as the enemies 
of  Israel, God's nation 
(Exodus 23:22). 
•Enemies comprised the 

surrounding nations who 
wanted to extinguish the 
Israelites.

2. It also was used to speak 
of  one's personal foes. 



David’s anguish over his enemies
“Save me, O God,

for the waters have come up to my neck.
I sink in the miry depths,
where there is no foothold.

I have come into the deep waters;
the floods engulf  me.

I am worn out calling for help;
my throat is parched.

My eyes fail,
looking for my God.

Those who hate me without reason
outnumber the hairs of  my head;

many are my enemies without cause,
those who seek to destroy me.” 

Psalm 69: 1-4



❖ Most of  the people we struggle with will 
not rise to the level of  enemies.

But an enemy will be a cause for great 
trouble for us. 

They possess a hatred that will be 
actively plotting and working against us. 

Their threat is real and dangerous, and 
their actions are devastating!



Our most formidable enemy is Satan

•The Bible calls him 
• the wicked one 
• the devil
• a murderer
• a liar, and the father of  lies
• an adversary
• who seeks to devour
• that old serpent 
• accuser of  our brethren

(Matthew 13:19; Luke 4:33; John 8:44; 1 Peter 5:8; 
Revelation 12:9-10)



Satan wants us to look more like him 
as we talk about and interact with our 

earthly enemies.



Ways Satan Works
• Satan stirs up rage in the heart of  another person 

(Acts 7:57-60)
•Destroys the work of  God by using others 

(Luke 22:1-6)
•He accuses and slanders 

(Job 1:6-11)
•He hinders others from seeing Christ and the gospel 

(Matt 16:21-23)
•He twists the word of  God 

(Gen 3:4-5, Matt 4:1-11)



How am I tempted to image Satan
when I feel attacked?



Be sober-minded; be watchful. Our adversary, the 
devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour. 
1 Peter 5:8

I need to be alert that Satan wants me to 
choose to be like him and not Jesus



Psalm 17
You have tried my heart, you have visited 

me by night,
you have tested me, 

and you will find nothing;
I have purposed that my mouth will not 

transgress. (v 3)

–Parallels David’s prayer in Psalm 139: 23-24



With regard to the works of  man, 
by the word of  your lips

I have avoided the ways of  the violent. 
(v. 4)



My steps have held fast to your paths;
my feet have not slipped. (v. 5)



They close their hearts to pity;
with their mouths they speak arrogantly.
They have now surrounded our steps;

they set their eyes to cast us to the ground.
He is like a lion eager to tear,

as a young lion lurking in ambush. (v. 10-12)



Who Should I Talk To?



To God

•He knows, sees, understands and cares

“Hear a just cause, O Lord; attend to my cry 
Give ear to my prayer from lips free of  deceit! 
From your presence let my vindication come!” 

Psalm 17:1-2

•Need people to help us to connect to God



To People
We need people, but we need wise people 

and to wisely engage people

1. What type of  support do you need? How many?
2. Why are you telling your story to this person?
• Family friends and support people?
• Counselor/ Pastor?
• People with authority or those who offer protection
• Praying people
• Advocates/protectors
• A helper for your enemy



Other People?

•Broader community-
•Be honest, but withhold details
•Do not
• Invite others to judge your enemy
•Defend yourself  and choices
• Try to win people to your side

Wise people will love you in your hurt, they will not pry or judge.

People who lack wisdom are not people you need in your life 
when you have an enemy!



How do we love our enemy with our speech?

“But I tell you, love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you, that you may 

be children of  your Father in heaven.”
Matthew 5:44-45

Love: acts of  kindness and intercession for another’s good



It is impossible to love the conduct of  a person who 
curses and reviles us, who injures our person or property, 
or who violates all the laws of  God; but, though we may 
hate his conduct, and suffer keenly when we are affected 
by it, yet we may still wish well to the person; we may pity 
his madness and folly; we may speak kindly of  him and to 
him; we may return good for evil; we may aid him in the 
time of  trial; we may seek to do him good here and to 

promote his eternal welfare hereafter…… this is a special 
law of  Christianity, and the highest possible test of  piety, 

and probably the most difficult of  all duties to be 
performed.

Barnes 



Radical Love
• Seek gospel good for 
your enemy
•Protect them by who we 
speak with
•Expose their sin
• Protection of  them and 

others (limiting their 
ability to sin)
•Honoring them as 

image bearers and not 
exposing them to 
everyone

•Who doesn’t need to 
know?



How do we speak about our enemy?



“The One enthroned in heaven laughs;
the Lord scoffs at them.” 

Psalm 2:4



Guidelines for How
• Seek to relay their behavior and its impacts upon you
•Highlight the most concerning patterns
•Be specific, avoiding labels
• Speak honestly and accurately without minimizing or 
excusing
•Be humble - resist being spiritually prideful
•With somberness and grief  for the sin
•Offer prayers



Jesus and his enemies

“When they hurled their insults at him, he did 
not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself  to him 

who judges justly.” 
1 Peter 2:23

May we strive to image Jesus 
as we talk about our enemies


