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The Nature of  Disgrace

•Public

• Shockingly unacceptable

•You are the source of  shame 



God’s Response to Disgrace

•You are the source of  shame
Christ as the Messiah was a shame to the Jews 
(I Cor 1) 

• Shockingly unacceptable
Christ was despised and rejected. As one from whom 
men hide their faces. He had no form or majesty. No 
beauty that we should desire him.  (Isaiah 53) 

•Public
The King of  heaven, though in the form of  God did not 
consider equality with God a thing to be grasped but 
emptied himself  taking on the form of  a servant. (Phil 2)



Great Reversal

• Jesus comes to disgrace
Has God not made foolish the wisdom of  the 
world? 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise: God chose what is weak in the world to shame 
the strong. God chose what is low and despised in 
the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are. (I Cor 1: 27-28)  



Great Reversal

• Jesus comes to disgrace
• What is the wisdom of  this world in disgrace?

1. Public – Disgrace is fixed before the eyes of  
others

2. Shockingly unacceptable – Shockingly acceptable
3. Source of  shame for others – Conform, bend



Great Reversal

• Jesus comes to disgrace

• What is the wisdom of  this world in disgrace?

• Christ’s disgrace brings adornment 



I clothed you with embroidered cloth. I 
wrapped you in fine linen and covered you 
with silk. I adorned you and put a beautiful 
crown on your head.  
You grew exceedingly beautiful and advanced 
to royalty and your renown went forth among 
the nations because of  your beauty, for it was 
perfect through the splendor that I had bestowed on 
you. 

Ezekiel 16 



How Does Wisdom Adorn? 

•Understanding the promises wisdom offers through 
Christ  - Proverbs 3:5-6 



Let not steadfast love and faithfulness 
forsake you; bind them around your neck; 
write them on the tablet of  your heart. 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do 
not lean on your own understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will 
make your paths straight. 

Proverbs 3:3-6



How Does Wisdom Adorn? 

•Understanding the promises wisdom offers through 
Christ - Proverbs 3:5-6 

Our reciprocal relationship with the Lord – his 
faithfulness to us and our loyalty to him must shape our 
very understanding of  the world 



How Does Wisdom Adorn? 

•Understanding the promises wisdom offers through 
Christ - Proverbs 3:5-6 
•What does this mean in the midst of  disgrace? 

1. Trusting that the promises Proverbs offers are 
true even when they don’t appear to be

2. Already but not yet 
3. His work in me is not yet full 



How Does Wisdom Adorn? 

•Understanding the promises wisdom offers through 
Christ - Proverbs 3:5-6 
•How does wisdom adorn the disgraced? 

1. In your own sin he calls you to repent 
•Whoever conceals his transgressions will not 
prosper; but he who confesses and forsakes 
them will obtain mercy (Prov 28:13).
• Do not swerve to the right or to the left; turn 
your foot away from evil (Prov 4:27). 



How Does Wisdom Adorn? 

•Understanding the promises wisdom offers through 
Christ - Proverbs 3:5-6 
•How does wisdom adorn the disgraced? 

1. In your own sin he calls you to repent 
2. In disgrace caused by sins committed against you, he 

enters your disgrace with you and upheaves it
3. When your disgrace is a source of  shame to others he 

grows a wisdom that brings life to others 



Conclusion 

To the one who struggles to believe this now: 
1. Pause to see all the ways he has already been at 

work growing wisdom within you 
2. Wonder what this means that this is the 

beginning of  the splendor he bestows upon you
3. And trust that wisdom will adorn you with Christ 

himself   


