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The “wisdom” of  Our Culture 

It is vital that we understand the 
“wisdom” we are fighting against as we 

attempt to instill God’s wisdom into the 
hearts of  the next generation



1 Corinthians 3:19–20

[19] For the wisdom of  this world is folly with God. For 
it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” 
[20] and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of  the 
wise, that they are futile.” (ESV)



You Belong to Yourself

The most important thing for you is to do “you”
No one understands your needs better than you
Looking out for yourself  above others is not selfish
People have no right to argue with how you feel
Make your decisions based on your feelings - it’s ok



Philippians 2:3

[3] Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 
(ESV)



There is No Absolute Truth

“I am convinced that the battle for 
humankind’s future must be waged and won in 
the public school classroom by teachers who 
correctly perceive their role as proselytizers of  
a new faith: a religion of  humanity that 
recognizes and respects the spark of  what 
theologians call divinity in every human 
being...”



“...These teachers must embody the same 
selfless dedication as the most rabid 
fundamentalist preachers, for they will be 
minister of  another sort, utilizing a classroom 
instead of  a pulpit to convey humanist values 
in whatever subject they teach, regardless of  
educational level – preschool day care or large 
state university.”



“Change is always one generation away,” the 
scientist said. “So if  we can plant seeds of  
doubt in our children, religion will go away in 
a generation, or at least largely go away – that’s 
what I think we have an obligation to do.”

- Bill Hallowell, “Prominent Scientist Says “Religion Will Go 
Away in a Generation” if  Atheists Use This Tactic to Teach 
Children,” The Blaze, November 6, 2014.



Fallacies:

To say there is no absolute truth is to affirm it
Throwing off  absolute truth doesn’t free a person but 
removes the firm foundation off  of  which to build
Faith & reason are not contradictory



The Bible is Archaic & Irrelevant 

• “The classroom must become the arena of  conflict between the 
old and the new – the rotting corpse of  Christianity, together 
with all its adjacent evils and misery, and the new faith of  
humanism.” - John Dunphy, “A Religion for a New Age,” 
Humanist, Jan-Feb. 1983 

“After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, 
another generation grew up who knew neither the Lord nor what 

he had done for Israel.”
- Judges 2:10



The allure of  Progressive Christianity
A move away from The Faith

Redefining Jesus
Love is affirmation of  all things

“...all other ground is sinking sand.”



There is a trend in looking at the hard passages of  
Scripture - negating the historical context and overall 

purpose of  the scriptures in order to discredit the authority 
or  any meaningful use of  the scriptures.



We are living in a canceled culture that is using the same 
mentality to cancel and discredit Scripture



John 17:17

[17] Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. (ESV)



God’s Wisdom
1.) We do not belong to ourselves, we were 
bought with a price and we belong to him 

2.) There is only One Truth – God’s

3.) God’s Word will Stand. Man does not inform 
Scripture, God’s Word informs Man and his ways 

“If  there is no absolute to judge society, society is 
absolute.” - Francis Shaeffer



Instilling Wisdom: Hebrews 5:14 

“But solid food is for the mature, for those who 

have their powers of  discernment trained by constant 

practice to distinguish good from evil.”



Instilling Wisdom: Practical Application 
1. The Practice of  Discernment
2. Do Intellectual Intel. Understand their Struggle 
3. Raise Critical Thinkers – teach them to evaluate and 

discern 
4. Forced Family Fellowship – influence and engage 

relationally, even when they resist (and they will)
5. Role-Play, Practice, Equip to debate – teach them to 

distinguish good from evil



6.        Sit & Listen – what do their peers say and do? How                     
would they respond? Helping them form responses.

7.        Lifestyle – What are we modeling? Our actions speak 
louder than words. 

8. Challenge legalism. Rules without Relationship = 
Rebellion

9. Make Christ and his ways attractive.
10. What to do with the “I’m 18” mentality 

Where does the wisdom of  the culture logically lead?


